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Part One: Reading (14 points)
A. Comprehension: (07 points)

Read the text carefully and do the activities.

Sparta was one of the most important cities in Ancient Greece and it was a very different kind of
city state. The life of the people of Sparta was a very strict one, similar to the military. The Spartans were
proud, fierce and capable warriors. Young boys were taken from their homes at an early age to begin
military training. Young girls were forced to maintain a healthy way of life in order to produce healthy
children and were sent to school to learn how to fight and to become soldiers, too.

Most Spartan citizens were either Perioeci (citizens who paid taxes, served in the army and were
protected by Spartan laws) or Helots (people from lands conquered and ruled by Sparta who had no
rights). Spartan citizens were given land which was farmed for them by the Helots. The Helots were
treated as slaves and had to give half their crops to their Spartan master. It was a common belief that the
Helots were public property. They were seen as the enemy even though they were actually slaves. The
Helots sweated in the fields, but their resentment grew. Finally, they rose up and fought their Spartan
masters and the fighting continued for many years. But the Spartans eventually gained victory and so
became more powerful.

The Spartans became wealthy through trading in luxury goods of gold, silver and other materials.
Besides, they produced beautiful things as their wealth increased. Ivory carvings were desired across
Greek lands, bronze-work and pottery were exported to ltaly.

Adapted from. greece. mrdonn. org

1. Write the letter that corresponds to the right answer a, b or c.
The text is taken from a:
a. magazine b. website C. newspaper

2. Are these statements true or false? Write T or F next to the letter corresponding to the statement.
a. Only Spartan male citizens were trained to fight.
b. The Perioeci class was a wealthy one.
c. The Helots uprose against the Spartans.
d. No great works of art came from Sparta.

3. In which paragraph is it mentioned that...
a. the Helots were considered a permanent threat by the Spartans?
b. the Spartans led a severe military life?

4. Answer the following questions according to the text.
a. What was the Spartan’s life like?
b. How were the Helots treated?
c. What made Sparta a rich city state?

5. Copy the letter that corresponds to the right answer.
The textis: a. prescriptive b. narrative c. argumentative

6.Who or what do the underlined words refer to in the text?
a. one (§81) b. they (§2) c. their (§3)
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